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A. Have Faith in Massachusetts (Excerpts)

Boston, Massachusetts | January 7, 1914

Honorable Senators: [...] The commonwealth is one. We are all members of one body. The welfare of
the weakest and the welfare of the most powerful are inseparably bound together. Industry cannot
flourish if labor languish. Transportation cannot prosper if manufactures decline. The general welfare
cannot be provided for in any one act, but it is well to remember that the benefit of one is the benefit of
all, and the neglect of one is the neglect of all. The suspension of one man’s dividends is the suspension

of another man’s pay envelope.

Men do not make laws. They do but discover them. Laws must be justified by something more than
the will of the majority. They must rest on the eternal foundation of righteousness. That state is most

fortunate in its form of government which has the aptest instruments for the discovery of laws. [...]

Courts are established, not to determine the popularity of a cause, but to adjudicate and enforce rights.
No litigant should be required to submit his case to the hazard and expense of a political campaign. No
judge should be required to seck or receive political rewards. The courts of Massachusetts are known
and honored wherever men love justice. Let their glory suffer no diminution at our hands. The
electorate and judiciary cannot combine. A hearing means a hearing. When the trial of causes goes

outside the court room, Anglo Saxon constitutional government ends.

The people cannot look to legislation generally for success. Industry, thrift, character, are not conferred
by act or resolve. Government cannot relieve from toil. It can provide no substitute for the rewards of
service. It can, of course, care for the defective and recognize distinguished merit. The normal must

care for themselves. Self-government means self-support.

Man is born into the universe with a personality that is his own. He has a right that is founded upon
the constitution of the universe to have property that is his own. Ultimately, property rights and
personal rights are the same thing. The one cannot be preserved if the other be violated. Each man is

entitled to his rights and the rewards of his service be they never so large or never so small. [...]

Have faith in Massachusetts. In some unimportant detail some other States may surpass her, but in the
general results, there is no place on earth where the people secure, in a larger measure, the blessings of

organized government, and nowhere can those functions more properly be termed self-government.

Do the day’s work. If it be to protect the rights of the weak, whoever objects, do it. If it be to help a

powerful corporation better to serve the people, whatever the opposition, do that. Expect to be called a



stand-patter, but don’t be a stand-patter. Expect to be called a demagogue, but don’t be a demagogue.
Don’t hesitate to be as revolutionary as science. Don’t hesitate to be as reactionary as the multiplication
table. Don’t expect to build up the weak by pulling down the strong. Don’t hurry to legislate. Give

administration a chance to catch up with legislation.

We need a broader, firmer, deeper faith in the people; A faith that men desire to do right, that the
Commonwealth is founded upon a righteousness which will endure, a reconstructed faith that the
final approval of the people is given not to demagogues, slavishly pandering to their selfishness,
merchandising with the clamor of the hour, but to statesmen, ministering to their welfare, representing

their deep, silent, abiding convictions.

Statutes must appeal to more than material welfare. Wages won’t satisfy, be they never so large. Nor
houses; nor lands; nor coupons, though they fall thick as the leaves of autumn. Man has a spiritual
nature. Touch it, and it must respond as the magnet responds to the pole. To that, not to selfishness, let
the laws of the Commonwealth appeal. Recognize the immortal worth and dignity of man. Let the
laws of Massachusetts proclaim to her humblest citizen, performing the most menial task, the
recognition of his manhood, the recognition that all men are peers, the humblest with the most
exalted, the recognition that all work is glorified. Such is the path to equality before the law. Such is the
foundation of liberty under the law. Such is the sublime revelation of man’s relation to man —

Democracy.
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B. Westfield (Excerpts)

Westfield, Massachusetts | September 3, 1919

If there are any who doubt that our institutions, formed in those days, did not establish a peoples’
government, let them study the action of the Massachusetts Convention which ratified the Federal
Constitution in 1788. Presiding over it was the popular patriot Governor John Hancock. On the floor
sat Samuel Adams, who had been the father of the Revolution, preeminent champion of the liberty of
the people. Such an influence had he, that his assertion of satisfaction, was enough to carry the
delegates. Like a majority of the members he came opposed to ratification. Having totally thrown off
the authority of foreign power, they came suspicious of all outside authority. Besides there were
eighteen members who had taken part in Shays’ Rebellion, so hostile were they to the execution of all
law. Mr. Adams was finally convinced by a gathering of the workingmen among his constituents, who

exercised their constitutional right of instructing their representatives. [...]

There were those, however, who distrusted the Constitution and distrusted its proponents. They
viewed lawyers and men of means with great jealousy. Amos Singletary expressed their sentiments in
the form of an argument that has not ceased to be repeated in the discussion of all public affairs.
“These lawyers,” said he, “and men of learning and moneyed men that talk so finely and gloss over
matters so smoothly, to make us poor illiterates swallow the pill, expect to get into Congress
themselves. They mean to be managers of the Constitution. They mean to get all the money into their
hands and then they will swallow up us little folk, like the great Leviathan, Mr. President: yes, just like
the whale swallowed up Jonah.” In the convention sat Jonathan Smith, a farmer from Lanesboro. He
had seen Shays’ Rebellion in Berkshire. There had been no better example of a man of the people

desiring the common good.

“I'am a plain man,” said Mr. Smith, “and am not used to speak in public, but I am going to show the
effects of anarchy, that you may see why I wish for good government. Last winter people took up arms,
and then, if you went to speak to them, you had the musket of death presented to your breast. They
would rob you of your property, threaten to burn your houses, oblige you to be on your guard night
and day. Alarms spread from town to town, families were broken up; the tender mother would-cry,
‘Oh, my son is among them! What shall I do for my child?’ Some were taken captive; children taken
out of their schools and carried away.... How dreadful was this! Our distress was so great that we
should have been glad to snatch at anything that looked like a government. Now, Mr. President, when I
saw this Constitution, I found that it was a cure for these disorders. I got a copy of it, and read it over

and over. I did not go to any lawyer, to ask his opinion; we have no lawyer in our town, and we do well



enough without. My honorable old daddy there, pointing to Mr. Singletary, won’t think that I expect
to be a Congressman, and swallow up the liberties of the people. I never had any post, nor do I want
one. But I don’t think the worse of the Constitution because lawyers, and men of learning, and
moneyed men are fond of it. I am not of such a jealous make. They that are honest men themselves are
not apt to suspect other people. Brother farmers, let us suppose a case, now. Suppose you had a farm of
50 acres, and your title was disputed, and there was a farm of 50 acres joined to you that belonged to a
man of learning, and his title was involved in the same difficulty; would you not be glad to have him for
your friend, rather than to stand alone in the dispute? Well, the case is the same. These lawyers, these
moneyed men, these men of learning, are all embarked in the same cause with us, and we must all sink
or swim together. Shall we throw the Constitution overboard because it does not please us all alike?
Suppose two or three of you had been at the pains to break up a piece of rough land and sow it with
wheat: would you let it lie waste because you could not agree what sort of a fence to make? Would it
not be better to put up a fence that did not please every one’s fancy, rather than keep disputing about it
until the wild beasts came in and devoured the crop? Some gentlemen say, Don’t be in a hurry; take
time to consider. I say, There is a time to sow and a time to reap. We sowed our seed when we sent men
to the Federal Convention, now is the time to reap the fruit of our labor; and if we do not do it now, I

am afraid we shall never have another opportunity.”

There spoke the common sense of the common man of the Commonwealth. The counsel of the
farmer from the country, joined with the resolutions of the working men from the city, carried the
convention and the Constitution was ratified. In the light of succeeding history, who shall say, that it

was not the voice of the people, speaking with the voice of Infinite authority?
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C. Inaugural Address (Excerpt)

Washington, D.C. | March 4, 1925

No one can contemplate current conditions without finding much that is satisfying and still more that
is encouraging. Our own country is leading the world in the general readjustment to the results of the
great conflict. Many of its burdens will bear heavily upon us for years, and the secondary and indirect
effects we must expect to experience for some time. But we are beginning to comprehend more
definitely what course should be pursued, what remedies ought to be applied, what actions should be
taken for our deliverance, and are clearly manifesting a determined will faithfully and conscientiously

to adopt these methods of relief.

[..]

This Administration has come into power with a very clear and definite mandate from the people. The
expression of the popular will in favor of maintaining our constitutional guarantees was overwhelming
and decisive. There was a manifestation of such faith in the integrity of the courts that we can consider
that issue rejected for some time to come. Likewise, the policy of public ownership of railroads and
certain electric utilities met with unmistakable defeat. The people declared that they wanted their
rights to have not a political but a judicial determination, and their independence and freedom
continued and supported by having the ownership and control of their property, not in the
Government, but in their own hands. As they always do when they have a fair chance, the people

demonstrated that they are sound and are determined to have a sound government.

When we turn from what was rejected to inquire what was accepted, the policy that stands out with
the greatest clearness is that of economy in public expenditure with reduction and reform of taxation.
The principle involved in this effort is that of conservation. The resources of this country are almost
beyond computation. No mind can comprehend them. But the cost of our combined governments is
likewise almost beyond definition. Not only those who are now making their tax returns, but those
who meet the enhanced cost of existence in their monthly bills, know by hard experience what this
great burden is and what it does. No matter what others may want, these people want a drastic
economy. They are opposed to waste. They know that extravagance lengthens the hours and
diminishes the rewards of their labor. I favor the policy of economy, not because I wish to save money,
but because I wish to save people. The men and women of this country who toil are the ones who bear
the cost of the Government. Every dollar that we carelessly waste means that their life will be so much
the more meager. Every dollar that we prudently save means that their life will be so much the more

abundant. Economy is idealism in its most practical form.



If extravagance were not reflected in taxation, and through taxation both directly and indirectly
injuriously affecting the people, it would not be of so much consequence. The wisest and soundest
method of solving our tax problem is through economy. Fortunately, of all the great nations this
country is best in a position to adopt that simple remedy. We do not any longer need wartime revenues.
The collection of any taxes which are not absolutely required, which do not beyond reasonable doubt
contribute to the public welfare, is only a species of legalized larceny. Under this republic the rewards
of industry belong to those who earn them. The only constitutional tax is the tax which ministers to
public necessity. The property of the country belongs to the people of the country. Their title is
absolute. They do not support any privileged class; they do not need to maintain great military forces;
they ought not to be burdened with a great array of public employees. They are not required to make
any contribution to Government expenditures except that which they voluntarily assess upon
themselves through the action of their own representatives. Whenever taxes become burdensome a
remedy can be applied by the people; but if they do not act for themselves, no one can be very

successful in acting for them.

The time is arriving when we can have further tax reduction, when, unless we wish to hamper the
people in their right to earn a living, we must have tax reform. The method of raising revenue ought
not to impede the transaction of business; it ought to encourage it. I am opposed to extremely high
rates, because they produce little or no revenue, because they are bad for the country, and, finally,
because they are wrong. We can not finance the country, we can not improve social conditions,
through any system of injustice, even if we attempt to inflict it upon the rich. Those who sufter the
most harm will be the poor. This country believes in prosperity. It is absurd to suppose that it is
envious of those who are already prosperous. The wise and correct course to follow in taxation and all
other economic legislation is not to destroy those who have already secured success but to create
conditions under which every one will have a better chance to be successful. The verdict of the country

has been given on this question. That verdict stands. We shall do well to heed it.
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D. The Inspiration of the Declaration (Excerpts)

Philadelphia, Pennsylvania | July 5, 1926

We meet to celebrate the birthday of America. The coming of a new life always excites our interest.
Although we know in the case of the individual that it has been an infinite repetition reaching back
beyond our vision, that only makes it the more wonderful. But how our interest and wonder increase
when we behold the miracle of the birth of a new nation. It is to pay our tribute of reverence and

respect to those who participated in such a mighty event that we annually observe the fourth day of

July. [..]

It is not so much then for the purpose of undertaking to proclaim new theories and principles that this
annual celebration is maintained, but rather to reaffirm and reestablish those old theories and
principles which time and the unerring logic of events have demonstrated to be sound. Amid all the
clash of conflicting interests, amid all the welter of partisan politics, every American can turn for solace
and consolation to the Declaration of Independence and the Constitution of the United States with
the assurance and confidence that those two great charters of freedom and justice remain firm and
unshaken. Whatever perils appear, whatever dangers threaten, the Nation remains secure in the
knowledge that the ultimate application of the law of the land will provide an adequate defense and

protection. [...]

This obedience of the delegates to the wishes of their constituents, which in some cases caused them to
modify their previous positions, is a matter of great significance. It reveals an orderly process of
government in the first place; but more than that, it demonstrates that the Declaration of
Independence was the result of the seasoned and deliberate thought of the dominant portion of the

people of the Colonies. [...]

Governments do not make ideals, but ideals make governments. This is both historically and logically
true. Of course the government can help to sustain ideals and can create institutions through which
they can be the better observed, but their source by their very nature is in the people. The people have
to bear their own responsibilities. There is no method by which that burden can be shifted to the

government. It is not the enactment, but the observance of laws, that creates the character of a nation.

About the Declaration there is a finality that is exceedingly restful. It is often asserted that the world
has made a great deal of progress since 1776, that we have had new thoughts and new experiences

which have given us a great advance over the people of that day, and that we may therefore very well
discard their conclusions for something more modern. But that reasoning can not be applied to this

great charter. If all men are created equal, that is final. If they are endowed with inalienable rights, that



is final. If governments derive their just powers from the consent of the governed, that is final. No

advance, no progress can be made beyond these propositions. If anyone wishes to deny their truth or
their soundness, the only direction in which he can proceed historically is not forward, but backward
toward the time when there was no equality, no rights of the individual, no rule of the people. Those
who wish to proceed in that direction can not lay claim to progress. They are reactionary. Their ideas

are not more modern, but more ancient, than those of the Revolutionary fathers. [...]

The rights of the individual are held sacred and protected by constitutional guaranties, which even the
Government itself is bound not to violate. If there is any one thing among us that is established beyond
question, it is self-government — the right of the people to rule. If there is any failure in respect to any

of these principles, it is because there is a failure on the part of individuals to observe them. [...]

We live in an age of science and of abounding accumulation of material things. These did not create
our Declaration. Our Declaration created them. The things of the spirit come first. Unless we cling to
that, all our material prosperity, overwhelming though it may appear, will turn to a barren sceptre in
our grasp. If we are to maintain the great heritage which has been bequeathed to us, we must be

like-minded as the fathers who created it. [...]

Note that these excerpts retain original spellings, which in some cases differ from modern spellings. For context and reference,
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E. Toleration and Liberalism (Excerpts)
Speech to the American Legion

Omaba, Nebraska | October 6, 1924

[...] The bringing together of all these different national, racial, religious, and cultural elements has
made our country a kind of composite of the rest of the world, and we can render no greater service
than by demonstrating the possibility of harmonious cooperation among so many various groups.
Every one of them has something characteristic and significant of great value to cast into the common
fund of our material, intellectual, and spiritual resources. The war brought a great test of our
experiment in amalgamating these varied factors into a real Nation, with the ideals and aspirations of a
united people. None was excepted from the obligation to serve when the hour of danger struck. The
event proved that our theory had been sound. On a solid foundation of a national unity there had been
erected a superstructure which in its varied parts had offered full opportunity to develop all the range
of talents and genius that had gone into its making. Well-nigh all the races, religions, and nationalities
of the world were represented in the armed forces of this Nation, as they were in the body of our
population. No man’s patriotism was impugned or service questioned because of his racial origin, his

political opinion, or his religious convictions. [...]

We must not, in times of peace, permit ourselves to lose any part from this structure of patriotic unity.
I make no plea for leniency toward those who are criminal or vicious, are open enemies of society and
are not prepared to accept the true standards of our citizenship. By tolerance I do not mean
indifference to evil. I mean respect for different kinds of good. Whether one traces his Americanisms
back three centuries to the Mayflower, or three years to the steerage, is not half so important as whether
his Americanism of today is real and genuine. No matter by what various crafts we came here, we are all

now in the same boat. [...]

If we are to have that harmony and tranquility, that union of spirit which is the foundation of real
national genius and national progress, we must all realize that there are true Americans who did not
happen to be born in our section of the country, who do not attend our place of religious worship,
who are not of our racial stock, or who are not proficient in our language. If we are to create on this
continent a free Republic and an enlightened civilization that will be capable of reflecting the true
greatness and glory of mankind, it will be necessary to regard these differences as accidental and
unessential. We shall have to look beyond the outward manifestations of race and creed. Divine

Providence has not bestowed upon any race a monopoly of patriotism and character. [...]



The generally expressed desire of “America first” can not be criticized. It is a perfectly correct aspiration
for our people to cherish. But the problem which we have to solve is how to make America first. It can
not be done by the cultivation of national bigotry, arrogance, or selfishness. Hatreds, jealousies, and
suspicions will not be productive of any benefits in this direction. Here again we must apply the rule of
toleration. Because there are other peoples whose ways are not our ways, and whose thoughts are not
our thoughts, we are not warranted in drawing the conclusion that they are adding nothing to the sum
of civilization. We can make little contribution to the welfare of humanity on the theory that we are a
superior people and all others are an inferior people. We do not need to be too loud in the assertion of
our own righteousness. It is true that we live under most favorable circumstances. But before we come
to the final and irrevocable decision that we are better than everybody else we need to consider what we
might do if we had their provocations and their difficulties. We are not likely to improve our own
condition or help humanity very much until we come to the sympathetic understanding that human
nature is about the same everywhere, that it is rather evenly distributed over the surface of the earth,
and that we are all united in a common brotherhood. We can only make America first in the true sense
which that means by cultivating a spirit of friendship and good will, by the exercise of the virtues of,
patience and forbearance, by being “plenteous in mercy”, and through progress at home and

helpfulness abroad standing as an example of real service to humanity. [...]
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